[Prevention of recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma with retinoid].
The annual rate of recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) after curative treatment of the initial tumor is reportedly as high as 20-25%. Such a high recurrence rate is responsible for the poor prognosis of patients with HCC. One third of the recurrent HCC arises from intrahepatic metastasis of the initial tumor, one third from multicentric carcinogenesis, and one third from unknown origin. In any type of recurrence, elimination of the transformed cell clone from the remnant liver is essential to prevent the recurrence of HCC. A retinoid analog, acyclic retinoid, induces differentiation and apoptosis of HCC cell lines in vitro. An early clinical trial showed a preventive effect of the compound on recurrent HCC. A further trial of acyclic retinoid is now under way.